
 

 

Paul           

Woodhead             

Email: paul.woodhead@greenparty.org.uk 
Twitter @paulewoodhead 

 

Dear Neighbour,         
 
A particular issue has been raised by many residents in your street, and those adjoining, when Local 
volunteers and I have knocked on doors locally over the last few weeks. Speeding and inconsiderate 
parking by motorists. 
 
I have written to the council in the last week to ask for a number of actions to be taken and have now 
received responses from two department in the Safer Roads Partnership. 
 
We can establish a Community Speed Watch area. This will require a number of us to volunteer a 
small amount of time to operate a handheld speed radar device and record the details of speeding 
motorists. Full Training will be given by the police. 
 
We need to raise £1000 to fund the equipment and I have identified a number of grant sources which 
we can access to fund this if we have sufficient volunteers 
 
If you would like to get involved please call or email me and I will keep a register of volunteers, we 
need at least six to make it viable. PLEASE HELP TO KILL SPEED ON OUR STREETS 
 
I have printed on the reverse of this letter the introduction information from the partnership 
 
I have also asked for free wheelie bin stickers which indicate the speed limit for the roads and have 
been told that the application is being considered. If successful we can give a visible weekly reminder 
of everyone driving through the area of the speed limit. These will be circulated to you if the 
application is successful. 
 
Additionally I have requested that our local PCSO make a visible presence during busy school run 
periods to address concerns of parking, asked for the mobile speed indicator device to be stationed 
more frequently, asked for the 20 is plenty initiative to take in St Joseph’s for the summer term and 
enquired about the process of designating the area as a 20mph zone. 
 
Each action can only be completed with your support and I will continue to consult widely on the 
doorstep to ascertain if these actions are appropriate, proportionate and effective, if not we will try 
other things. 
 
I have copied this letter to the Headteacher and Chair of Governors at St Joseph’s & Kingsmead. 
                                                                         
I am always available to assist you with any local issues that concern you.  The Green Party 
team delivers regular newsletters to inform residents about the work I do and we visit residents to 
discuss local issues all year-round: whether there is an election coming up or not.  If I haven’t already 
met you, I hope to meet you soon.   
 

Yours faithfully, 
 

Paul Woodhead 
 

Hednesford Green Party campaigner, 46 Uxbridge St, Hednesford, WS12 1DB, Tel. 07930 120077 
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Community Speed Watch is an initiative whereby local 
residents can help make a difference in their community by 
helping to reduce the speed that motorists travel through their 
village or town.  
 
Prior to becoming active 
 
The volunteers will be trained by Staffordshire Police. The 
training will last for about 2 hours and will cover all elements 
of Community Speed Watch. These include: 
 

 Aims and Objectives of the scheme 

 Conflict Management 

 Health and Safety  

 Operation of the Device 
 
The scheme will identify the locations which can be used to 
assess the speed of vehicles and Staffordshire Police will risk 
assess each location to ensure the safety of the volunteers 
and motorists. 
 
The scheme will be supplied with the required equipment 
consisting of a handheld radar device, 2 fold out road signs 
and high visibility waistcoats. 
 
The process 
 
Volunteers dictate when they will go out and for how long and 
at which of their chosen locations they will stand. Schemes 
can only operate in daylight hours and cannot be operational 
in the rain or snow. 
 
A minimum of 2 and maximum of 3 volunteers are out at any 
one time. Usually 1 volunteer is responsible for the use of the 
device and identifies which vehicle is exceeding the speed 
limit. The other volunteer/s then enter the details of the 
vehicle on the log sheet. 

The details required for the log sheet consist of: 
 

 Time 

 Registration Number 

 Make/Model 

 Colour 

 Speed 
 

To aid with the identification of vehicles each scheme is 
provided with a laminated sheet of car badges. If the Model of 
the vehicle is unknown then the Make will suffice. 
 
Log sheets are to be posted in the pre paid envelopes within 
24-48 hours of the volunteers conducting a speed 
assessment. These are then processed centrally by 
Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership.  
 
Once the vehicle details have been validated a letter is sent 
to the Registered Keeper warning them about the use of 
excessive speed. If a vehicle is detected on a second 
occasion as having been through any Community Speed 
Watch scheme within the county of Staffordshire a second 
more sternly worded warning letter is sent. On the third 
occasion if the same vehicle is identified arrangements are 
made for a Police Officer to visit the Registered Keeper and 
issue a verbal warning. Before making these arrangements 
we perform appropriate checks on the vehicle involved, thus 
ensuring that the officer has substantial information for the 
appropriate warning to be issued. 
 
Medical Conditions 
 
It is important each volunteer is fit for the role, which will 
include carrying equipment and standing for periods of time in 
various temperatures. Medical conditions must be disclosed 
in the Sign-up Sheet and will be assessed prior to training. 
 


